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MM Docket No. 97-182

COMMENTS OF PILLAR OF FIRE

Pillar of Fire C'Pillar')t licensee of PM Broadcast Station WAWZ, Zarephath, New Jersey

hereby comments on the proposals contained in the Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule

Making (MM Docket No. 97-182), FCC 97-296 (released August 19t 1997). Pillar

enthusiastically supports the Commission's proposals looking toward the preemption of local

ordinances that "stand as an obstacle to the institution and improvement of radio and television

broadcast service." In support of the Commission's proposals, the following is stated:

1. Pillar of Fire is the licensee of FM Broadcast Station WAWZ located in Zarephatht

New Jersey. As described in more detail in the attached Declaration of Reverend S. Rea

Crawford (Exhibit No. 1)t Station WAWZ has owned property on the Watchung Mountain Range

since 1968. Although the property was zoned for residential uset homes were not built in the

nearby area until after WAWZ was able to obtain a use variance to place a new 226 foot

broadcast tower on the property.
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2. In approximately 1987, Pillar of Fire commenced its still on-going effort to obtain

authority from the local townships to replace the 226 foot tower with a new higher tower to be

located within 100 feet of the existing tower. Pillar had obtained the required land and a

construction permit from the Commission for the new facility. However, the local Board of

Adjustments denied Pillar's request citing concerns over property values, RF radiation and

aesthetic beauty. Pillar appealed the ruling, but a higher court denied the appeal. Exhibit No. 1.

3. In an attempt to satisfy the need for improved coverage for WAWZ as well as the

growing need for local 911 emergency radio and the need for police, ftre and EMS

communications, Pillar in 1995 proposed a new 440 foot tower, again located approximately 100

feet from its present tower. In addition to replacing the existing WAWZ tower, the new facility

would permit local governmental authorities to co-locate their antennas on the new tower thereby

eliminating another existing tower that was utilized by the local governments. As such, the

proposal would establish a new tower and dismantle two existing towers in the immediate

vicinity. This would be accomplished at no charge to the existing governmental units. Pillar's

proposal is still undergoing local hearings and facing opposition from local residents concerned

about their property values and the aesthetic beauty of the antenna, in spite of the fact that Pillar's

proposal would eliminate two other towers.

4. Over the last ten years Pillar has expended an excess of $650,000 seeking local

approval for its proposed new tower.

5. Also attached are numerous newspaper articles illustrating the resistance Pillar has

met at the local level. Additionally, in some instances the local Board offtcials have shown an

utter disregard for any FCC regulations concerning the tower. In effect, some local officials have
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taken the attitude that they simply do not care about the Commission's requirements. The local

officials will make the fmal determination on all matters concerning the tower to include RF

radiation, electromagnetic interference, etc. ~,~ October 15, 1997 Courier-News article.

6. Accordingly, Pillar hereby strongly supports the Commission's adoption of the

NAB proposed rules to expedite and streamline the local processes by which broadcasters may

obtain approval to replace or modify existing towers. There is simply no justification for local

authorities to hold up the construction of a new tower, especially in the immediate vicinity of an

existing tower, where the required FCC and FAA clearances have been obtained. Permitting this

process to continue beyond a month or two simply embroils the licensee in local politics and

seriously impedes or denies its ability to construct a new tower in a timely fashion.

Whereas, Pillar of Fire strongly supports the Commission's proposed rules to preempt in

certain circumstances the state and local laws and ordinances concerning the construction of

broadcast transmission facilities.

PILLAR OF FIRE

~~c~By _

DENNIS F. BEGLEY
Its Counsel

Reddy, Begley & McCormick
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20037-1803
(202) 659-5700

October 30, 1997
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Exhibit No.1

r~ Reverend S. Rea Crawford, a= a ~ust4e of Pillar o~

Fire. the ::l.:l.censoe or WAWZ (j"MJ. zarephath,. Bew Jersey C"WAWZ"

or "station."}.

In '1968 r Pillar o'f !'ire. olllnad property on tha wab:hulI9

Mo~nt&.ln rang-_. wbich consated ot 'eVO and one-bA1.~ acres.

A~~ough the p~operty was ~oned tor r«siden~1~1 use, homea

"'ara no~ :built in ehe area. for 20 year5 and piLlar o~ Fi~

was a~le ~o obtain a use variance to place a 226 teee

Droadea.~ tower on ~h. property.

rn ap'proxiDa~.ly 1987, Pi1~ar o~ Fire sought a~~ority

to replace the existinq toyer with a 376 ~e.t tower (to ba

loea~.d within ~oo ~ee~ of the oriq1n&l tower}. Pi1.1ar of

F~r. al~o acquired a~ditiona~ aere.9$, br1nqinw the to~a1

Bridgewatar and Bernards Townships. ~he local Board of

Adjus~~.nts denied Pillar of P1re's r6qu••ts due to concerns

over property values~ radlo~requency radiation. and a.s~b.~1e

beauty even though the new ~ower TJou~d 0113.1' replace an

eXisei.nq tovar. In 1.988, P.i~la.r of ~ir. vent l>e:tore a. big-her

court:. to appeal 't:he deci,slQn and ware. dellia<1.

I:n order eo 44dress 1:.b.... C.Qll.CernS"t, P'iJ.1ar ox Fire be9an

aqaih and sought authority tro~ tbe Bridqew~t.~ Beard o£

Adjustments to bU11d A new 440 fQet to~er with eO-loeation

eapabilities. in laee 1995. This tow~r is to b4 located one

•
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hundred feet away frolll. the. p.r.sen~ -eOfJ4lr. 1:1\ adGi.~ion W

prov~d~n~ co-1ocation for FK broadcast, eellu1ar, pes.

paging, and ~wo-way raa~o, PiL~ar of Fire p~Op08.S to replac.

the o~d WAWZ ~ow.rr amon9 other thinqe. Addressinq concerns

over aasthet1<: b6auty and property va1ues, the proposed 1:ower

"'1~:l. 1:.p1.ace two exi.stinf3 to\lers .in the area with ena t:ow~.

Ad.dtti.onal~Y, i't wi.ll serve the eommuh.i:tr l:>y hGUSU1q em.~

qancy cOllUDunicatlons SYSCQltlS (Q.g., BriclCJcwai:er Pollee "81.1."

amergency, F~re Departments, EMS services) at no charge to

~hQ communitiee. Pillar of Fire even pa~d approxi_ately

$30.000 for a ren~er~n9 of a visua1 impact study by ~he New

SchOol far U'rMn Studies eo further respond to comm.un.ity

concerns about property va1uQs and .....i:het.ic b ....uty.

'1'h"s .far, Pi L1a.r of Fir.' 8 eftort&. to rep~ac. th. WAltZ

tower has taken over ten years an~ cost be~wean $150,000 to

$175,000 for the first roun~ endinq in the 19'8 appeal ana an

additional 5507,000 (approximately) seekin~ approval ~or its

presen.t propo$a1.~ Although this lIilt:.~er is' sti1.1 perJ4ing (a.a

as such a ~aYorabl. outcome is s'l:i1.~ possible)JI r SUPPort: the

adopt.io~ a~ Commission ru~.5 that will .XPe~t. (or r~lace)

~he local procass9s by which broadcast.rs m~st ob~ain

approvaL to replace or modify 8xi$ting towera_
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LOCAL NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ILLUSTRATING

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RESIDENT RESISTANCE

Exhibit No. 2
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BRIDGEWATER - A controver­
sial- 4:40-£00t communications
tower proposed by thePillar of Fire
church would extend the signal of
its radio station to hundreds of
thousands of homes and reach
beyond Central J ersey~

The Bridgewater Board of
Adjustment continued to hear tes­
timony Tuesday from an engineer
working for the church, which now
broadcasts its WAWZ 99.1 FM radio
signal from a 226-foot tower at the
site.

The meetiDg marked the Sixth
round of hearines on the proposal.

The new tower would add more
than 900,000 potential listeners to
the station~s coverage area, mostly'
.in Monmouth County and the Tren-
ton areas said Clarence Beveridge,
an engineer working for Pillar of
Fire. The Pentecostal church is
·based in the Zarephath section of
Franklin. They reach a potential
audience of 9.96 million people
now. .

. Pillar of Fire attorney Michael
Inzelbuch said the church needs to .
build the taller tower to meet Fed­
eral Communic~tions Commission
req,uirements- Those rules say a
station must maximize its ability to
re~ch listeners or faee challenges

WAWZ says tower
will boost audience"js-l?1
.~~~ 't/ 5."'.~SE..T: $.~T,~AJ (III,...... a.s~;'

ay;DAVID -BEHRI!ND .' ~om rIvals who·Will try to take its
CQuder~NewsStaff Writer license.

But some board members said
they would make their ruling inde­
pendent of federal guidelines.

"Just because the FCC says
something, I place DO credence in
that locally," board member- Patr-
ck Scaglione said. . .

The existing tower would be torn
down if the application is approved.
The new tower would be used by the
ehurch for its radio station and by
the county for its 911 system.

The taller tower also would
reduce areas hit: by intE~rferell~e
within the existing- .coverage area,
Beveridge said.

That would allow more drivers on
Interstates 287 and 78·, along with
Route 22, to· receive the -station
clearly in their ears.: .

The church's. quest. for a taller
tower has bee~ plagued by contro­
versy_

The Mount Horeb Road site was
the focus last year of a eontrover·
sial land swap between the church
and the Somerset. County Board of
Fr@eholders.

A citizens' group - the Tri­
Township Committee for a Beauti­
ful Ridge - has been battling the
tower for more than a·year.

The station broadcasts Christian
_ music, talk $hows·· ~d .other' pro­

gramming." .
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Expert:
Homes
won'tbe
affected
.y DeNISE VALENTI
Courier-News Staff Writer

:r-HECOUAIER-NEWS t--21-'~? _

HOMES:' 'Not affected
, '-.
.. 1] Continued frOlll Pap 8-1

• .F1Uerty said a basy stftet
· .aearItJ miIht have that effed..

Fiabert,'s testimoaJ Will
CODIradlete4som....batbytJ:ae tel­
tJJuIQ' of Robert Vanee, a pro­
fesslmlal real estate aPPllli5W,

.- wbo saW 1m. SOllIe areas a J.aqe
tower miPt jmpact propertY vaJ.~

ues ...atJveIy. But he a1.sQ lave
eumples at hODle sale prices m
a.;reas with eXistiDg towen:.
demoDstratiI:lg that they have

· men over the years.


